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California Building Industry Association Celebrates Signing of Bills to 

Streamline Homebuilding and Ensure Cost Transparency 

 

Sacramento, CA — The California Building Industry Association (CBIA) applauds 

Governor Gavin Newsom for signing two CBIA-sponsored bills aimed at reducing delays 

and increasing transparency in California’s housing construction process: Assembly Bill 

(AB) 1621, authored by Assemblymember Lori D. Wilson (D-Suisun City), and 

Assembly Bill (AB) 2044, authored by Assemblymember Cottie Petrie-Norris (D-Irvine).  

Together, the measures address two challenges facing housing production: delays in 

the post-entitlement permitting process and the potential cost impacts of new building 

standards. 

AB 1621 (Wilson) is intended to provide greater predictability in the permitting process 

and reduce unnecessary delays for housing development projects. Specifically, the bill 

provides that a local agency cannot require or request more than two plan check and 

specification reviews in connection with an application for a building permit, unless the 

local agency’s requirement or request for additional review is accompanied by written 

findings based on substantial evidence in the record that the additional review is 

necessary to address a specific, adverse impact on public health or safety. 

 

“Delays in the permitting process increase the cost of housing projects, and 

homebuyers ultimately feel those costs,” said Assemblymember Wilson. “AB 1621 will 

provide greater predictability in the permitting process by limiting unnecessary additional 

reviews, helping California build more homes and reduce costs.”  

 

AB 2044 (Petrie-Norris) puts real teeth into existing law, which requires agencies to 

disclose the costs and assumptions behind proposed building standards. While 

compliance with existing law has too often been inconsistent or incomplete, AB 2044 

establishes a clear consequence: the California Building Standards Commission cannot 

approve or adopt a new standard without a complete and transparent compliance-cost 

estimate and the underlying assumptions. This measure reinforces an important 
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principle that CBIA has long championed: cost-effectiveness cannot be an afterthought 

– it must be a fundamental part of responsible building policy. 

 

“In the middle of a housing affordability crisis, every new requirement, however well-

intentioned, can push a home further out of reach for working families,” said 

Assemblymember Petrie-Norris. “AB 2044 puts the price tag behind every new 

building standard on the table before it's adopted, without compromising the rigorous 

health and safety codes Californians count on.” 

 

“California needs to build more housing, and that means addressing the delays and 

costs that can prevent approved projects from moving forward,” said Dan Dunmoyer, 

President and CEO of CBIA. “We thank Governor Newsom for signing AB 1621 and 

AB 2044 into law and commend authors Assemblymember Wilson and 

Assemblymember Petrie-Norris for their leadership and legislative work to streamline 

home construction.” 

 

AB 1621 and AB 2044 reflect CBIA’s ongoing efforts to remove regulatory barriers to 

housing construction and ensure that the costs and requirements of building are clear 

and predictable. Both these sponsored bills were included on CBIA’s 2026 “Housing 

Creators” list, reflecting the association’s commitment to advancing policies that help 

California build more housing, reduce unnecessary delays and costs, and improve 

attainability.  

 

About the California Building Industry Association  

The California Building Industry Association is a statewide trade association based in 

Sacramento representing thousands of member companies including homebuilders, 

trade contractors, architects, engineers, designers, suppliers and industry professionals 

in the homebuilding, multi-family and mixed-use development markets. CBIA members 

build nearly 9 out of 10 new housing units in California, including charity homes, legally 

defined affordable housing, middle-class market-rate housing, and luxury homes.  
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